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EBW D-asoia-BM-s 


From cover A No 92 Scpi 
PhAntOm FGR. Z wea ring the old - 
style RAF green and. grey 
camouflage, large insignia and 
fuselage flash. One of 130 
modified F-4M& delivered to 
RAF Strike Command XV49Q is 
based at Wildenr&th in West 
Germany 

Title pages With its short, 
razor-like wmgs, the F-10-4 
hardly looks (he part of the 
classic ground attack Aircraft, 
bul of the eight wings still flying 
thorn in the Italian Air Force, half 
are lacljcal strike units This 5th 
St&rmo F-104S (MM&7B6) is 
ready for departure With a pair 
of multi-rocket launchers on the 
inboard pylons 


Edilor Denim Buldry 
D*Bign«t by Emd Tnbult 


FnPlhd lb Ftmig Kong 


For UioM who fltw their last mission at 
Deci, 


Right Sell-portrait o( the fmthor 
in, one of flight Systems' F-lQQs. 
high above the Mediterranean 
during a dan tow ttuMton . . no 
small chore while pulling + SCs 
in a descending left tuiti with a 
flight ol F-15# nukirug live-firing 
passes in your Six o'clock. The 
strain shows 



Because Deci Is a quadra - 
national NATO base operated by 
the Italians and shared by the 
British, Cor mans and Americans, 
language is sometimes a 
problem- In the air it's strictly 
English, but on tho ground, as 
this warning sign illustrates, 
everything la in hatien. English 
and Gorman 








Introduction 


Decimomannu Air Base, Located at (he 
southern end of due island of Sardinia in the 
Mediterranean Sea, is the busiest airbase in 
Europe. It can make that claim no! by virtue 
of its size {il is actually a tiny base, wLth only 
a single SBOQ-foot runway, a half-dozen 
permanently assigned aircraft and 2300 
personnel at best), but because of its virtually 
one-of-a-kind training facilities, which are 
used by ihe air forces of nearly every nation 
in Western Europe at a rate of nearly 200 
sorties per day, 

Decimomannu is the home of the only Air 
Combat Manoeuvring Instrumentation f ACM1) 
range, called the "Air Weapons Training 
Installation' (AWTI) by the Italian hosts, 
currently operating m Europe, Established in 
ISGD by the NATO partnership of Italy, 
Germany. Great Britain and Canada, the 
ACMI range complex includes computer- 
monitored airspace for the practice of 
dissimilar air combat training (DACT) and a 
manned, scorable bombing range. Though 
Canada was replaced as a partner by ihe 
United States, the ACMI range continues its 
same, ever-growing mission some 28 years 
later: to provide realistic air combat training 
to the pilots Ttfho comprise the front line of 
defence of Western Europe. 

The complex system of airborne 
transmitters, ground relay stations and 


computer terminals that make the air-to-air 
portion of ACMI training so effective is 
operated and maintained by the Cubic 
Corporation of San Diego. California. 
Described later m the book, the system is a 
technological marvel that records the gut- 
wrenching, adrenalin-pumping, speed- 
blurred hyper-action of a dogfight and 
presents it as a training experience that can 
be rationally analysed after the fact to leach a 
pilot the strengths and weaknesses that could 
make the ultimate difference in combat, 

Since Italy, Germany, Great Britain and the 
US each rotate a different squadron of aircraft 
into Deei every 3 to S weeks, the numbet and 
variety of aircraft deployed there in a year is 
incredible. With ihe generous cooperation of 
the Italian Air Force hosts as well as the 
maintenance personnel of the deployed units, 
all the photographs in this book were taken, at 
Decimomannu between September 1S03 and 
October IftflC. using Fentax LM and Nikon F-3 
cameras and Kodachrome 64 film. 

Chuck Stewart is a highly-respected 
aviation photographer and historian from 
California whose work has appeared in 
numerous publications. His first book for 
Osprey was Superbase 3: RAMSTE1N. 
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Resident 
It alian units 


Hardly a pen or gold, this 
dilapidated T-6 liainei in ihc 
Deci junky aid is ail Ui4t wane it 
rht end of a double rainbow 
■ircnng over (he base 







Sitting alone al one end d (he 
Deei iiwUcyward, which is piled 
high wilh wrecked FLal G.&ITs. 
if this T-6G Texan advanced 
itainet, retired in the early 
seventies. Though unidentified, 
H still wears die standard llallMI 
’It-lining-orange' livery and Ihe 
Masncola Mi/ttere number 
MM54099 
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This nearly-mim condition 


photo-i ecann;iiisanco RT-33A 
nevjr mflVM from this spot and 
is rumoured to be m. storage [or 
eventual display, (hough (hero is 
already a T-33 a: the main gate, 
The black and yellow-striped 
underside is typical Tor a photo- 
reoon bird, but the emblem On 
ihe tail indicates this T-bLrd last 
flew Wilh the 31sl Siormo. a 
strike unit based « Imrftna 



lit 









Though Deci holds the 
distinction of being the bufliesl 
military airfield in Europe, there 
aro only six aircraft permanently 
asaigned to the base, two or 
(hem Search and rescue- 
helicopters. Thai is One of the 
lour others, an Aer macefcu 
MB,32S from 'CSSTA.' a one-of-a- 
lond training unit speoiaJly- 
creaied for DecL to provide 
rated Staff officers With enough 
proficiency training to maintain 
their currency 





This Agusla-Bc]] .212, (he Licence- 
built version of the UH-1N, 
wears the standard Kftltaa tugh- 
vi*bllity SAR LiVery. Detached 
from B70 Sqn, it displays its 
Dect-oadufive callsign, J AWTT 
{Air Weapons Training 
Installation) 03" on the fuselage 
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Italian 

visitors 


Considered by many ic be the 
ttrorJd'a most cxettihg aerobatic 
team, Etaiy^s Trecce Tricolor!' 
fltes an impressive Jihd colourful 
routine with plane formation* 
bucked up by |wp ebullienl 
soloists, Their Aermacchi 
MB.33Ss are panned brtghi blue 
with palnolic Italian trt<o3dUrs 
underneath and Genially patriotic 
smoke nailing betund. On the 
occasion oE the 23th anniversary 
of the Demmottiannu AWT1 in 
September 19SS. the Freoeo 
Trioolori were the featured 
performer* at the base"* fur*t 
airshow in a decade. Based at 
RwoftO with (he 313th Griippv< 
the team made It* first 
appearance outside Europe 
during the summer-67 airshow 
season in the US and was a huge 
success 
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TMb Aermaoclu MB 32G visited 
Dad on a weekend croas- 
coutilry trip from its home base 
al Cameri. The tail and fuselage 
emblems idocidly n at belonging 
Id the 53rd Sformo, GG3rd 
Gruppo, where it »a used « a 
proficiency (rumor and 
squadron hack 

This orange and white 
Aermaechi MB,33$ from ihu 
RoporJo Spenmentale di Vo\o 
(ESV), a special Bight research 
and development uni! based at 
Pratica di Mare, visiis Deei 
several sttnea 4 year 10 perform 
rad id and WAVAID calibration 
checks. Note the rear seat filled 
with measuring equipment 


Flying as wmgman lOr the 
orange and white flight check 
aircraft was another Aermatchi 
MB.33& from the KSV unit, this 
one in mote typical training 
markings 






Lweup oE Fiat (now AerHall&l 
G.9IT/U on the Deci ramp. The 
Cib(I on the mi.I s is nhfll of [he 
60 lh Stor rrn?. the [taliAn Alt 
Force's advanced ]ei training 
wmg Irom Foggw^Amondola. 
Because of Sardinian's ideal 
■weather, Ihere are only tour 
small maintenance hangars ai 
DoCi, so all aircraft are kepi 
outside, lined Winglip-to-wmgtip 
along a mile and A quarter 
length of parking ramp 
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PmS349 

FUTG9IT/UIC 


(6435 . 

Beaten 






































Developed from rhft G.9] R and 
T-modete and budi from t9Jl to 
t97S, Ihe mor<v powerful F«1 
C.9JY Sing]e-aeal light attack 
aircraft is armed wilh two 30 mm 
DEFA SSZ cannptis m the nose 
and tour imdorwutg pylons for a 
variety of ordnance- This 
sttarkmoUTh o sample from the 
32nd Stormy. 1 3th Gruppo, at 
Brindisi, is carrying [our 
practice bomba 






An early F4*l G.&1R Strike arid 
reconnaissance aircraft wear mg 
the lrti] badge of the 2nd Slormo 
from Treviaq. The R-model G.91 
if= powered by a single Rolls- 
Royce Orpheus engine and 
armed Wilh four 0.5 inch Colt' 
Browning machine guns in the 
nose 











OH for a dogfight OP the ACM1 
Hinge, this F-HMS (MM6934} of 
the Bill Stormo, £3rd CruppQ, 9 
SEItko/imerceptQr squadron from 
FLLnuiu. ls carrying a pylon- 
mourned instrumentation pad 
that simulates an A(M-9 
Sidewinder missile and Iransmfts 
aircraft performance data to a 
computer system and radar 
intercept controller on the 
ground. 'Juve“ data, including 


altitude, airspeed, turn and 
tank, climb end descent, C-load, 
weapons Status and gunsight 
picture, is transmitted by the 
instrumentation pod and 
recorded by a huge bank of 
computers I hat synthesize the 
udotroation int o a graphic 3- 
dimensLonal playback of the 
mission that is used to scare the 
fight and debrief ihe pilots, a'La 
‘Top Gun' 









Above With Htf arm casually 
draped over the side oi Ihe 
codcpU, this piloi taxie* his F-304 
back aller a bombing mission to 
Capa Frasca, This AfrrfUfia-bulh 
F-J04S {MM6B4B] now wears ijie 
emblems of the Bib. StormO and 
I02nd Giuppc from Rimini, 
ihongh 11 previously (tew wilh 
the RSV test unit as RS-tW 

Left The squadron badge oE the 
23rd Giuppo is a greyhound 
jumping over a Sidewinder 
missile 
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Above this very clean M 04 S 
I.MM&i4&). carrying a Wmgtip- 
mounted ACM! instnimeniatton 
pod- is from th* 9th 5formo, JGih 
Gruppo, an interceptor Unit 
based at Gr&Xzanise. Because oE 
Itld dose proximity Of the ACM] 
ran^e and the ruggednesi of the 
manoeuvres involved in 
dpg fighting, F-JQ4s do ho! Ely 
their Dki air combat missions 
Wfith the usual tip-tanks. As a 
result, their endurance Oh 
interna] Cue] is a Very short 40 
minutes, On the let] is the famous 
'Cavailipio K&mpante' emblem of 
ihe lOlh Gtuppo L honouring 
Ma|Or Francesco Baracca, the 
Italian ace who first used the 
emblem on his $PAI> XIII in 

wwi 


Right This unusual powder-blue 
F-1045 (MMS&4&) appropriately 
wears 'ASA' iAggiQsnum^ntO 
Sistema Arma) tilLoS and the 
emblem of the Reporto 
Spetinwtrtate di VoSa flight test 
unit from Pratica dl Mare for its 
role as the testbed Tor AH 
AeritaliA^sponsored weapon 
system test programme 
conducted at Deri. Note the 
Selenia Aspidc (modified 
Sparrow} radar-guided Alt-tO-air 
missiles on the uCtderWing 
pylons 


Above righl Tallying out for a 
mission on the ACM! range, Ihis 
F-104S (MM69J6} wears the 
subdued markings of the 
Trapani-based JJth itormo, lfllh 
Crtrppe, Oh the intake. On the 
r&ar Fuselage is n white thistle 
'sap' marking from No 1 Sqn of 
the Belgian Air Force 


■m 
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The Tornado was deigned and built specifically lor a itr national 
requirement for <1 muJli-role combat aircraft by the British Aerqupace, 
Messflrschmill^Boltow-Blohm and AQtM&hn POOperAUvo named 
Pannvwi This ttMlip of Tornado strike aircraft wears the yellow 
lightning boll of the 156th Gtuppo through (he eagle emblem of the 
36th 5f0ritt0 on the tail, When they convened from F-lCHs in 1B65, 
158th Gruppo, based at Gisia del Co He, was the second unit In the 
Italian Air Force lo be equipped with the Tornado 













Representing the first Italian Air 
Farce unit lo bo equipped Vnlh 
■he Tornado lb itii3- Tornado IDS 
(intcrdlction/filnke variant), 
wearing the 6(h Sformo red 
devil insignia and 155th Gruppo 
blue Clashes on the tail. Based at 
Chedi, the IS&h Gruppo and its 
sister squadron, the 154th, are 
talked with Italy's nuclear strike 
mission 
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A pair ol filb Srorjno 'Red Devi] 1 
Tornadoa with Ih* rod fin (lash 
of the 154th Criippo from Chedi. 
Sinco Eho tour nations 
permanently baaed at Deo have 
only one *maH hangar each, all 
but the mtral major maintenance 
l* performed OUUide on [ho line 
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The Italian partner in the Panavia Tornado programme, Aum ali a 
maintain? a flight lest facility at Deci to evaluate a variety of Ordnance 
and electronics for Lis F-lCHs and Tornados. TtU( Tornado (MM7075V 
came to Deei straight from the production tine in Turin before 
delivery and application of unit markings 
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Operating from Aerilaha'a Den flight test facility far mosl o! 1BBG was 
(he colotirlul X-SS&, [he tilth prototype Tornado, the first bui]| by 
Aeritaha in 1975. Though painted Ht SlAhdard air farce camouflage 
instead of its earlier whim and orange livery and bearing remnants 
of 156th Gruppo squadron markings on the Uni and intake, Ihu hard¬ 
working Tornado atao wear* Orange prototype bands, Ihe tri-national 
Panairca insignia and white photo-reference markings. Jn this case, the 
photo-reference markings were USod as measuring points to aid m 
evaluating the performance of new missiles being teal-fired on the 
range. Mounled in photo-pods on lho centreline and outboard wing 
pylon tie the high-speed cameras that record Ihe Launch 
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Anolhe i picnoiypHi being flown at Deet during 190S was the jowl 
Italian-&r«iliaii project, the Aorilaha-Aermacchl-Eintoraef AMX strike 
aircraft. Though n normally made Jong siraight-in approaches to land, 
on the last day cl its stay at Deci, the lesi pilot showed what the little 
tighter could do, with several low-level, high-speed parses and an 
overhead approach with a 90-degiee pilch-OUf that pulled vapour 
trails and ai leasl -t-GCa. Delivery of the hrsl production AMJt for the 
Italian Atr Force il scheduled lor mid'1^86 
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Ofiginully designed as an executive jei along the Imes ol the Learjet, 
the Piaggio-Douglas PD.&D0 never taught on in the civil market, hut 
Found 4 home in the Italian Air Force flying liaison. ECM and radio 
calibration miasiona. This owimpSe is From the 14lh Storm o, 8ih 
Gruppo, at Pratica di Mare 
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The hfilrl OE the Italian. Air Force 
Transport Command is the 4$th 
Air Brigade at Pda, which 
consists of two squadrons 
(Gruppft cl Aeriwko G.222 
tactical transports and one 
aquadrwi o( C-130s. This C-IMH 
from (he SCtth Cruppo wear? the 
cider transport livery of white 
upper surfaces on natural metal 



3 $ 
















Wilh Lis props in reverse pitch 
and a spotter watching from the 
real cargo ramp, another 46ih 
AeTohngaka. 50th Gruppo, 
C-13GH displays- (he newer-slyle 
tactical camouflage as n backs 
oil di the L hol' cargo pad 
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Flight Systems* F- 100s 

Under * tong-turm cam race wnh 1 ho US An Fence, Flighl System* Inc 
nr Mojave, California. nnunlain* a fleet of fix F-IQOF Super Sabic* in 
Europe, normally with two *1 Hut cl hi (he UK and four al Deo They 
provide their own aircraft, pilot* and maintenance, and fly a very 
demanding ached ulo of tonal dmrMowvng miuiani *o that USAF 
pilot! can sharpen thoir skill* with live-gre gunnery practice, a 
valu ab le train mg experience not available in the crowded airspace 
over mainland Europe N417FS undergoes engine checks 




























ln»*l One of the aluminium foil-covered plywood darts in allachod to 
a Flight Syitcna MOO, The dan is earned on a apodal pylon under 
tho port Wing that conlaina a spool of high-strength cable used to r««L 
the aerodynamic dait out m 'By at a safe tUwanco (1200-1500 feet) 
behind the tow piano. Occasionally the dart tn damaged and Statu to 
spin, or LB completely shot away from the cable. In that cue. utmost! 
of reeling tt back in lor scoring on ih* ground, the entire cable la ati 
at the pylon by mean* of a steel blade driven by a shotgun shell and 
allowed to (all into the mu 

helow The Flight Systems F-I00 fleet at Dud. N417FS, 41 BPS, 4I6F3 
and 414FS. FBI's F-100F* are resurrected From iho inventory of nearly 
ITS retired Super Sabre* in storage *1 the Davw-Momhan AFB 
Aerospace Maintenance and fiegeneratron Unit, ballet known simply 
as ‘the baneyard‘ 








Aggressor F-5Es 


One ol th* SCsml-regular tenants 
ai Deci a a flight of six F-SEs 
that, along with pitots and 
maintenance personnel, rotate 
bi-monihly from (he 527th 
Aggressor Squadron It RAF 
AJconbury. flying three and 
four gut-wrenching sorties per 


day, the Aggressors are Che 
resident instructors lor the 
practical course at the 
Dccimomannu graduate school 
of dissimilar air combat. This is 
a formal portrait of DI534 
holding short ol the runway 
awaiting takcoEf clearance 
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TIuh F-5E (01345) wears a 
replacement rudder and one of 
<he more colourful Aggressor 
camouflage schemes of 3-tone 
blue 
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With ii« taiihook down and 
locked, into a teat raining device, 
the two SCCO-tb ihrust General 
Electric jBS-SIA engines of the 
deiOTl^camautiaged 01553 
undergo power checks ai one ol 
Deci's heavily-uaed run-up pedo 














0156$ waiting Id go 
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Though it Wily happened twice 
in the tael decade, it actually 
Shewed at Deci in Match S&S6, 
covering everything on the 
tamp, including this Agressor 
F-3, with an inch of snow thai 
liJied barely pant sunrise 



























USAF Eagles 


Rooming under * clauic ModiterniiieAc sky scattered with lowering 
(Manila* doudi. 4 lineup ol F~E5Gs from the Bnburg-base d £2rid TFS, 
38th TFW Probably the 
Eagifts never tail lo 
performance Oh the 
personnel Uier&lly 
mechanics when 
only 


let Hhj fhlciuriul F- 
e rod, whale and bii 



viiiic^ to Dock the Bitburg 
Rudy-honed prafeaeioruil 
air Their maintenance 
i ve.:dr,g delegation of Swim Air Force 
complete F-13 engine *w*p m 


Inset 1 

The red, while and blue irarkuigs conMnemoreie those originally 
applied 10 the F-lOOCfl □{ the 'SkybLazem.' an a o robs lie warn formed j 1 
by 1h|‘34lh TFW At Bitbiiig In 398th Though! those linking markings 
^ery popular wish spotters and Aifihaw audiences and added a 
-needed dash oi colour to the usuaLly-djrab F-1S, they were 
Iimoved during Iho Summer of 1S87 


=.: 










Righl A tier a quick walft-around 
ins peel: on al the 'last chance,' 
the maintenance team pulls the 
chocks and dilutes. signalling 
this Bidjurg F-15C i* ready lo go 

Above Wiih yet another 
thundertloim lingering in the 
distance, (he F*15C of the 32nd 
TFS commander Irom 
Soesterberg reals beside the 
joint USAF-RAF-Flight Sysiems 
hangar. The colourful 
"Wolfhounds' emblem On the 
nose of 7B-032 has tinoe been 
icned-down to a black silhouette 
























Major foe 
Gentile 


Like Cither. lilw Hon. Major Joe 
Semite, who vtlttied Doea white 
flying F-3$9 with the 401 at TFW 
ai Toirejon, is [ho Sort of WW 2 
aco Don Semite. who, in his P- 
SJIB, Shangri-La, W4» crodilod 
with I9j aortal victories over 
Europe. Maj Semite is fallowing 
the footsteps of the son ol 
another WW 1 aco, Francis 
Gabrosh. and is now flying F- 
IGa with the flGth TFW m 
ftamnein 
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USAF transports 


The cargo version of the Short 
Brother* 3-30 regional airliner, 
eighteen C-23A S-herpas were 
delivered to the 10th MAS. 
3£2nd MAW, at Zweibrudcen 
during 19B5. Derided <ls (he 
Slowest and nghest plane in the 
inventory, the C-23 has 
nonetheless proven its mettle m 


a light transport ferrying 
priority aircraft parts and 
engines throughout the 
European theatre. Each Sherpa 
is named after a different US ATE 
base: Bilfowrg. above, makes 
thrice-weekly trips lo Deci via 
C-omsso, Sicily, hauling both 
passengers and cargo 









Lucaled at the southern end of 
Ihe island of Sardinia, 
DeCimOnaiutu Air Base la 
supplied, almost exclusively vaa 
C-130 flights from Hue mainland. 
On any Tuesday or Thursday 

afternoon, ii would not be 
unusual to sew half a dozen C- 


130s from 3 or 4 different 
countries ftned up on ihe cargo 
ramp. This is a MAC C-130E 
from the 314th TAW at Little 
Hock AFB Arkansas, wearing 
European One camouflage with 
a touch of black 
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This 19^4- model C-L30E lk Imm 
the 37th TflS. 435th TAW. at 
Rhem-Mam and wears the 
seldom-seen desert eatnauTlage. 
The USAF C-l30s that fly the 
Deci resupply missions, 
nicknamed 'Eagle Flights', are 
rotated from stateside MAC and 
Air Guard units and normally 
operate Out Of Aviano Air Base 
Via Corntso, Deci. RamSIetn. 
Rhein-Main. Zaragoza and 
Mijdenhall 
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An unusual visitor Eo Decl is (his 
KC-130F iiunal tanker Iiom VS- 
22 al NAS Rota, Spain. Normally 
when Ihe Navy vlelEb, Lt is ic 
schedule time on ihe Capa 
Frasca bombing range for 
carrier-based A-$s and A-*s 
who are in (he area on 
manoeuvres 











No 899 Sqn, Fleet Air Arm 


When Royal Navy No 809 5qn 
from Yeovillon deploys to Deo 
willi 119 Sdi Harriers, it bring* 
along (Ju* pair o! Hawker Hunter 
t 8Mb lor use a* proficiency 
trainers. These 3- If St Humors, 
originally delivered io Iho Fleoi 
Air Arm m l9Sfi, were recently 
modified with Sea Harrier 
instrumentation, electronics and 
radar to help speed up 
conversion training and give 
check rides 


Profile view of Hmner T,0M 
XLSfld preparing for a training 
some on the ACM] range. XI£0CJ 
wan the first Hunter T.fl assigned 
to the Flag Officer Flying 
Training unit at RN AS Ye&mlton 
and, some 30 years and several 
rebuilds later, is still working 
hard and looking as sleek and 
beautiful as ever 


















The Royal Navy's 5e* Hamer 
FKS. 1. first flown in Jfi? 7, is the 
logical development of the baste 
RAF Harrier OR. 3. ll has a 
completely new nose with a 
raised bubble canopy and 
Ferranti Blue Fox radar, 
improved performance and an 
all-new weapons system 
package, ZDS79 displays the 
subdued No SB'S Sqm winged'-fist 
emblem on the tail and carries 
dual 30 mm Aden cannons in 
flush^mO-Uhted fairings along the 
belly 















Lineup of fro 8S-9 Sqn Sea 
Harriers, The V/STOL Sea 
Harrier proved itself a highly* 
effective fighting machine in the 
FaUeJ&ndt War, where it earned 
the nickname 'the Black Death' 
after downing 24 Argentinian 
aircraft in ait-ie-atr combat 
without a single loss 



61 















This nose View of a Sea Harrier 
pilot strapping in shown the yaw 
vane directly in Front of the 
canopy, a primitive yet vital 
piece Of equipment that 
indicates Wind direction whan 
the Harrier is lit the hovel- mode 













FRADU Hunter 



Th» o Vera Ll-grey Hunter T,8C (rotn lh* Royal Wavy Fleet 
Requirements and Direction Unit (FRADU} was (town m by the station 
compnander ot RNAS Yeavilton so he could have a look-fiee' at his 
SSB Sqn Sea Harrier* in action. The Yeevilton Humor* are mAinrained 
Mchatjveiy by civilian contract mechanics horn Air work Services 
Lid, who obviously lavish then airplanes with the care and attention 
(hc#e classics deserve. XE&6S started life as a Hunter F 4 (or the RAF, 
but was rebuilt as a absent T.S by A rms tiong Whitworth Aircraft and 
became the third Hunter T,8 allocated to the Flag Officer Flying 
Training unit at YeovUton 































RAF air defence aircraft 

thu Hawkcr&ddeiy Hawk T-1A Uom No 3 Tactical Weapoii* Unit nl 
RAF ftrawdy lb about to mi* u up with the totg boys. a Itoghl of 
Tornado F.Ss With ACMI range ru3es that ovon somo of Ih* odd* 
between dissimilar aircraft and make the fight 4 contest of pilot skill - 
endurance and lactics the Hawk more than stands a chance 























fitlow One of several No 74 5qn 
black-lail Ph.Ttnoms, in Ihis case 
ZE3&3, taxies out for m 
engagement on ihe ACMI range. 
Though big, brutish and wide in 
the lum, RAF Phantoms 
consistently receive high marks 
from Ihe Aggressors for their 
performance 


Right This No 74 Sqtl Phantom 
F.3 sat out the September 1985 
35th anniversary airahow on Ihe 
bade lot ai Deci. Its sea-green 
livery is unique among RAF 
Phantoms 


Bui tom right The massive bulk 
and angular lines of the Phaniom 
always photograph well, 
especially in the case of this 
nicely-marked air defence FGR.2 
from No 29 Sgn, RAF Leuchars, 
Scotland 
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RAF strike/attack aircraft 








A vjew of the RAF and USAF 
Digit times at DeCi ( featuring the 
Tornado GR,ll ol No 17 Sqn 
from Bruggcn. Germany, in the 
foreground The stainless steel 
tubing of the Meyormck- 


Pantograph above-ground 
refuelling Eystem, imiaUed in 
early-19fi6 r is a boon for sortie 
turn-around. but a definite 
eyesore as Ur as photography is 
concerned 
































Left The mailed fust emblem on 
the Ull3 identities this Tornado 
EjR. 1 as one from No IT Sqn at 
Brnggen. An armourer chocks 
Ihe 4-kg practice bombs m the 
two bellV’tnounnKl CBL5 

(carrier, bomb, ii-gtil stores) 
containers before ZD793 lames 
away 


Bottom left A picturesque sky 
doesn'i make outdoor 
maintenance on til* scorching 
hot concrete ramp any more 
tolerable. Crews take & 
noontime break from preparing 
this GR.l {ZA39£) (or a practice 
bombing mission. A fully-loaded 
Tornado IDS can carry as much 
as ifl.MXi lbs of external «tores 
mlo combat 


Below Head-on view of a No IS 
Sqn Tornado GR, IT, showing 1 o 
good advantage the (nil-span 
leading edge slats and the (silly- 
extended double-sloUed (laps 











The gold star on the tail of this 
Tqrnado (2D746) identifies 
il as Ehe property of No 3] Sqn, 
an ex Jaguar operator baaed al 
Bruggen, Germany. Though Hie 
camouflage hides it well, note 
This Tornado's typical sooe* 
blackened rudder and vortical 
stabilizer, caused by the thrusi- 
KtverSer bucket doors 
deflecting the exh&ual onto the 

tail 
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Laarbruch-bused No 16 
Squadron's famous "The Sami' 
emtotem adorns [his lineup of 
Tornado GR IT* Tornados 
began replacing the BucOinuerB 
of RAF Germany tn I8R2, but No 
16 Squadron's mission remains 
the same: low-level strike 
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Lcfl This Jaguar GR. I of No 41 
£qn isn't really &a weather¬ 
beaten as it looks. X31H ls one 
at numerous Jaguars and 
Harriers painted OVtu m water- 
ulublv whitewash camouflage 
fol (he RAF's annuaJ winter 
nperaliom deployment in Bodo, 
Norway. It obviously hiuin't 
received a very good scrubbing 
mice us return 


Bo ttom left A lineup of Jaguars 

on the Dcci ramp, with & £-*eal 
T,3 tn the foreground 

Below Perhaps undergoing an 
identity-crisis. this No A 1 Sqn 
Jaguar T. 2 carries a centreline 
tttnk decorated with the cresl 
and checkerboard flash ol its 
sister squadron at Cohish&ll, No 
54 Sqn. In the foreground. IllO 
ubiquitous NATO CBLS used to 
mount 4-kg practice bombs 
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Below Thw Jaguar T.3A wears 
the distinctive tail hand of Mo 
226 Operational Conversion Unit 
al Lossiemouth 

Bottom right A good many of 
the RAF Germany squadrons 
paid 1 taming Visits la Deci 
during ISSS An example is this 
Harrier CR.3 of Mo 4 $qn from 
GutersLoh. carrying a pair of 
belly-mounted 30 mm Aden 
cannong and a practice 
Sidewinder without control fins 

Right Another Mo 4 Sqn Hamer 
GH.3 a wans a mission 























Royal Navy Jetstream 







RAF Hercules 

Wilh production Blill continuing 
34 years after the Bight of the 
prototype in August H3S4. the 
C-130 Hercules ls destined to be 
(he DC-3 of iu era. In Humorous 
military variants equip the air 
forces Of some SO nations around 
(he world, with a civil version 
even operating in Chine. This 
slightly-faded Hercules C.l, (he 
RAT version of the C-130K, 
unloads supplies after its weekly 
run from RAF Lyneham 


















Comparison gl (Jus freshly* 
painted Hercules C.3 with the 
pieviauE C.l graphically 
illufllraie* I he C,3 'b longer 
fuselage, which was extended 
some IS feet by inserting two 
plugs' in the fuselage fere and 
alt of Ihe wing. Like ali RAJ 
Hercules, this one 13 operated 
by the Air Transport Wing ai 
Lyneham 











Luftwaffe Phantoms 


Below A View of the JUG-35 F-4 
flight-line, with 38 + OS king 
readied for a mission in the 
foreground. When Luftwaffe F*4 
units Visit Deci, they always 
come in force with 1£ to 18 
Phantoms instead of [ho usual B 
or 10 aircraft other untie deploy 


Bottom right This red-tailed 
JBG 35 F-4F carries a dayglo- 
orange aerial dart under US port 
Wing. To maintain the 
proficiency Of Ihe 'fighter' half of 
Iheir mission. Luftwaffe F-4 unit* 
hnng along several aircraft 
equipped io low targets For air- 










This Volkswagen, a modern 
version ol the famous WW 2 
'Kubolwagen/ ts one ol several 
used as stall I'^omin.md vehicles 
by the Lvftwitfc support unit 
permanently assigned At Dect, 

















Below with b flight of four 
Smoke-belching F 4S deparlmg 
overhead, this JBG-3S Phaniom 
has. 'dropped anchor' on the 
Deci. ramp white undergoing 
routine maintenance 

Right This Hopslen F-4F wears 
a pnoi cover in the colours of 
[ho Gorman Flag and shows lo 
good advantage the frangible 
cap on the business end dI the 
M6I gun under ihe nose 


Bottom right Wearing Ehe old- 
aiyle Phamom camouflage with 
large insignia and buses 
numbers, [his F-4F from JG-74 li 
packing a Sidewinder missile 
and practice bombs lor a trip to 
Capa Frasca. Why this F’4 from 
the 'MoEders' fighler-mtercepw 
squadron is on a bombing 
mission is a mystery 
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Ydu ean'i keep track o( the 
players without a aeorOcard . . . 
The coloured tails on this lineup 
Ol Luftwaffe Phantoms help the 
crows keep track c t who's who 
during hectic F-4 versus F t, 
dogfights on She ACMl range 
















































Fas left A while tail, gietn 
SMbilfttors and blue nose wheel 
door indicate rhw F-4F from JG- 
74 el Nttuberg has seen a lot of 
sir-io-air action Since it replaced 
]Ch74'fl F-104a tn 19H 

Left Quite sure (he warning 
about the arresting hook is not 
meem for him, a mechanic 'gets 
into' his Work on one of the F-4'* 
engines 

Below A JG 'j’ 4 Phanlam taxios 
out (or a dari-tow mission, With 
the dan attached, there is not 
much ckevanoe for the usual 
angle of attack during rotation. 
W (he 'target lugs' must make a 
long, Hal takeoff tun 




























BtiHom loft Oulflilod Willi 

practice bombs, this RF-4E is 
from AKC-5i. a reconnaissance 
wing operating Erom Leek. 
Between them, AKG‘&2 and 
Bremgarten-baBed AKG-S1 
opt rate somo SB reconnaissance 
Phantoms 

Left The AKC-S3 emblem 

Bp tow Another AKG-52 RF-4 m 
the new camouflage, bui snlf 
with a large Gorman Elag on the 














A JG-71 F-4F lames in after a 
Sortie on the ACM] range 















This 1071 F-4F had COmpl*t*d 
on uneventful mission on the 
A C M I range and was on Landing 
rollout when H experienced a 
complete hydraulic failure, 
leaving the pilot without brakes 
or steering. With only a single 
drag chine lo glow ii down, the 
Fhanlom quickly ale up all of 
Decq'g 98l£Mt runway and went 
careening oil the overrun into a 
(armor's hold. Seeing no lilc- 


thrualetung danger in their 
situation, She very-collected 
crew opted lo Stick With the 
airplane as it plowed through 
the dm to an eventual hall after 
shearing its landing gear in an 
irrigation ditch, Alter wards, a 
toast to the courageous crew, 
then the task of disassembling 
the F-4 for shipment back to 
Germany 














Luftwaffe 

Starfighters 

When photographed tn April 
L&fiS, this F-104C was within six 
months of wrapping up a 25- 
year career m iho Gorman 
Navy. By the- end ot ISBG, MFG-2 
( M&nncfhittjtiTgeschwader) al 
Eggebeck had converted lo 
Tornados, most of Us Slarhghters 
being sold to Turkey, 36 + SO is 
armed with undo riving mulnplo- 
rookot launcher pods and a 
centreline practice bomb rack 













Below One of Manching-hased ES-Sl'i foul TF-IEMCb an a weekend 
visit to Doct. It wears the old-style camouflage with & new green 
tip lank 

Bottom An F-104G of JBG-34 at MemrtUttgon. During the summer of 
1906, the iiallati Air Farce and German l.uftwaftt; each had two 
squadrons of F-104a deployed to Doer. To celebrate what was to be 
lho last deployment oF an al]-]Q4 unit CO Cod, the Germans instigated, 
a mass fly-by of 3o German and Italian F-104s 

















When an F- LG'4 crew chief from JBG-34 fen,illy got his fust ride m a 
St&rfightor, hh didn't guile onpett it to end tike this. In a borrowed 
IF-1 MG (27 + ID) visiting from ES-G1 at Manchtng, the pilot and 
crOW chief set oil for a Short aerial tour of (he sou them Sardinia 
coastline- It was an uneventful flight until on the downwind for 
Runway 35. they suddenly got a i ipj: d^l^e light. With no visual 
confirmation oi a fire from other aircraft w the pattern, they tried for 
I hr. - runway, bul as they turned base, smoke and flames started 
pouring from the engine. As they turned final,, the 304 was a hie ball 
and it was obvious they weren't gomg to make the runway- Both 
ejected safely, and the Stricken Starlight or plunged Straight into an 
orange grove a mile and a half from the runway and exploded. After 
the accident Investigation., 27 4- 10's remains were dumped behind 
lhe German maintenance hangar ;c awatl disposition 



















Luftwaffe/ 

Marineflieger 

Tornados 


A clean-lpakmg Tornado from 
jBC-33 at Buchel undergoes 
post sen lie mamlenance on die 
]ine. While ihe beloved 
tiuftWBtto F-I04 could carry 7500 
lb a of extern*! ordnance, the 
swing-wing Tornado (hat 
replaced it can carry IB.000 lbs 
and has a much larger 
performance envelope 











An unusual black and grey- 
camoLifitf ged Tornado from the 
LatSwalle test unil, ES-61, al 
Manthing 96 + 36 operated at 
Deci for a month as the launch 
aircrull for fkghl (rials on a now 
MSB air-to-surJace guided 
missile. which is visible on the 
centreline ordnance rack; 
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Below With a mechanic salting the noonday Stitt On (he etabilalor. end 
speeitihmnda FOD Covert on the engine intakes, [has Schteswtg-baSed 
MFC-1 Tornado is anchored (0 the run-up pad lor engine checks. 
Judging from the amount of time Kalian, British and German Tornados 
spend on the run-up pads, rheu Turbo-Union RB.369 engines must 
require a lot of attention 

Bottom One Of a number ol experimental camouflage SCh&mes tried 
by she Navy on its strike Tornados is thia 3-tone grey scheme aeon 
on an MFC-1 Tornado taxymg in at Deci in September 1985 























Luftwaffe Canberra 

A rarer bird. This Canberra B,2 is one of two (rpemld by ES-61 
at Munching cm behalf of (He Miliinry Orographic Office. Il lb used as 
a camera platform for aerial map-mating and Other reeennAkManco- 
typo sherM The third B.2 (M + 3S) delimrod to the Lati watte m ihe 
early sixties is now on diaplAy nr an air ffliuaum Lit Sinsticim West 
Germany 












Koto V 18 W of Ihc Conboira B.2- 
showing the crest of the Military 
Geographic Office (MCA), an 
ftAF No 16 Sqn Tornado "zap' 
and sever a L comical examples of 
Gorman none arl 







Luftwaffe Transalls 


Right Cloaeup oi .1 Transit! C’ 160 lad showing the emblem of the 
Luftwaffe Asr Transport Command. The C-160 is an oilier product of 
Franco-Gentian partnership, ihe Transport Alliance. Of the firai batch 
cl 179 built to replace the NarallaE twin-boom heavy transport, 110 
were delivered to the Luftwaffe 

firiow Th* Tranaall O160D m well-worn early-siyl* camouflage is 
from the Air transport command's largest unit, LTG-GI al Landsberg. 
Since Germany never purchased the CMS® Hercules, the Transall 
represents the L uftwaffe's entLre airlilt capability 

Bottom right Another Landsborg-based LTG-6E Transall in the Later - 
style camouflage and miniature-size insignia 
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French Air 

Force 

Mirages 

The French on occasion contract 
training time on the ACM! range 
and send aircraft down to Deck, 
in May 1W, Mirage TUEs and 
PEs from air force units at 
Colmar and Dijon a peril a week 
of mionsive im-lo-air training at 
Deci. Although France withdrew 
her forces from the integrated 
allied tominatvd in 1966, U 10 
country is still committed to 
NATO and frequently 
participates m joint esctcisos 
wilti olhe r members of the 


alliance 









The Grim Reaper on the tail of 
This Mirage ITIBE Z-sealer u the 
emblem of ECT-2/2, SPA-94, the 
French Air Fotcb'b primary 
Mirage training unit, based at 










Though lhc irs-lngulAT cmbltm Is 
mi e-s mq from She tail, Ehe : ] 10' 
prefix to ihe aircraft caflatgn on 
the nose indicates this Mirage 
F. 3 belongs to CEAM. the 
French Alt Force's special 
evaluation and training unit 
based at Mont de Maraan A 
flight of F, la made op the 
second French cor,urgent to 
visit Doei in 1936 
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French Air Force Transall 



C«rnum'builE by MSB and 





Swiss Air Force Mirages 

Lineup of natural-metal Swiss Air Force Mirage Ifl$a wearing the tail 
emblem o* No 16 Sqn at Emmen. The Mirage U1S, 36 of which equip 
two squadrons, is a apeeml vartnnl of the Mirage built Iq very 
expensive Swiss Air Force apedEcattoiv tor operation from fhe 
unique highway and nvountttnfiidft air bases of SwitierLand 

























Belowr Carrying an. AC MI 
instrumentalieri pod, thra No 16 
SqtL Mirage HIS d ready for 
another sortie against ’he 
ALconbury Aggressors, from 
whom the Swiss pilots received 
high marks for Iheir dog fighting 
(kills 


Bo tl o m right One of the firs! 
Swiss Mirage [[tSs to receive the 
new overall-grey air defence 
camouflage ta this example from 
No 16 Sqn 

Right Also wearing new 
•camouflage Lb this Mirage HISS 2- 
seat irarner deployed to Oeci. 
with No 16 Sqn 
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Swiss Air Force Twin Otter 


SegUEeicd HB- LtD r this DHC-B Twin Otter is mod by the Swiss 
equi?4len( of the FAA for radio and MAVAID calibration chodts and 
accompanied I he Murage deployment Id Deci from ilc home base m 
Dubandovt 








Swiss Aiir 
Force F-5E/F 


\ 




Righl Ordered in 1675 and 
assembled at (he Swiss Federal 
Aircraft Factory at Emjnen from 
components shipped from 
Northrop in ihc US, 66 single- 
seal E-model and 6 twe-soai F- 
modet F'5 j have been delivered 
(o Swiss Air Force squadrons. 
THi* OKUmplBj in Standard F-S 
camoflage. is an t-model from 
No IS Sqn at Moiringen 

Below A (wo-seat F-5F of No 13 
Sqn 





















Closeup of a Swlss Air ForCo 
F -5E Showing I he Ng 13 Eqn 
eagle emblem and the Sardinian 
crest on the nosti. The crest is 
carried by several F-Ss 10 
commemorate their first visit T9 
Pc cl for J SAKA 35,' the Swiss Air 
Force'* air combat training 
deployment 










Osprey’s new SUPERBASE series takes 
the enthusiast behind the scenes on the 
world’s major airbases. This up-front series 
features spectacular; exclusive colour 
photography from aviation's camera sharp¬ 
shooters. If you want to get inside the 
perimeter fence to see today's combat aircraft 
m their natural habitat, the SUPERBASE 
series is literally where it's at. Here’s what's 
happening on the Deci ramp today, ., 



Future SUPERBASE titles: 
RAMSTEIN * MILDENHALL * COLD LAKE - 
EL TORO * CHERRY POINT * EDWARDS * 
YUMA ■ KADENA ■ TYNDALL * 

Sote Jivtfibutnrs for [he USA 

*3nhrr>a&oncI) 




